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Partners in the Americas - the United States at COPANT
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· The Pan American Standards Commission, better known by its Spanish acronym COPANT (La Comisión Panamericana de Normas Técnicas), is a voluntary, independent organization of national standards bodies representing the countries of the Americas (North America, Central America/Caribbean, South America). 
· Established in 1956, COPANT currently has 27 full members and 5 adherent members. 

· The United States is represented in COPANT by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) which is also a member of the COPANT Board of Directors, Technical Management Committee, and Training Committee.
What does COPANT do?
· Provides standardizers in the Americas with a forum to exchange information and views on international standardization activities and strengthen positions at the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC)
· Promotes voluntary standardization as a means of improving economic efficiency, free trade and development in the region while at the same time safeguarding regional health, safety and the environment
· Assists developing countries in the region in improving their capacity for and/or improving the quality of their standardization infrastructure
· Cooperates with the efforts of sub-regional treaty organizations such as NAFTA, MERCOSUR, the Andean Community, and CARICOM to raise awareness and understanding about the benefits of standards in economic and social development in the Americas

Why is COPANT important to the United States?

· To strengthen regional ties and ensure that US interests are considered in the development of standards that impact trade in the Americas

· To build a strong regional voice and to improve the United States’ ability to influence standardization internationally by fostering support for US positions and leadership put forward at ISO and IEC
· To pursue the United States’ commitment to developing countries through increased regional support of international standardization through partnerships, training, capacity building and the exchange of best practices.
On which of COPANT’s Technical Committees does the United States participate?

· TC112
Conformity Assessment

· TC120
Quality Assurance

· TC146
Workplace Health and Safety

· TC148
Environmental Management

· TC149
Tourism

· TC151
Electrotechnical
· TC152
Energy Efficiency

Where is COPANT based?

· COPANT is legally established in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  The office of the Executive Secretariat from which operations are conducted is located in Caracas, Venezuela.
When does COPANT meet?

· COPANT holds an annual assembly meeting to network in person, to review implementation of the COPANT strategic plan, and to plan future activities
· COPANT’s board of directors meets twice a year, once in conjunction with the annual assembly (Mar-Apr), and once at the end of the year (Nov-Dec).
What’s happening at COPANT?

· COPANT is currently focusing on the following priorities:

· Increasing the participation of developing economies in standardization

· Via various regional capacity building efforts

· Via mechanisms such as twinning and mentoring

· Promoting the involvement of regulators in voluntary standardization

· Promoting the use of voluntary standards to meet regulatory needs

· Sharing information and best practices on standardization

How can I learn more about COPANT?

· Visit their Web site: www.copant.org 
· Send a message to: sbipes@ansi.org indicating your area of interest
Other related links
· North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) Secretariat: www.nafta-sec-alena.org
· Mercado Común del Sur (MERCOSUR): www.mercosur.org.uy
· Asociación MERCOSUR de Normalización (AMN): www.amn.org.br 

· Andean Community: www.comunidadandina.org 
· Caribbean Community (CARICOM): www.caricom.org 
· Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA / ALCA): www.ftaa-alca.org 
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Membership:


Argentina (IRAM)


Barbados (BNSI)


Bolivia (IBNORCA)


Brazil (ABNT)


Canada (SCC)


Colombia (ICONTEC)


Costa Rica (INTECO)


Cuba (NC)


Chile (INN)


Dominican Republic (DIGENOR)


Ecuador (INEN)


El Salvador (CONACYT)


Guatemala (COGUANOR)


Grenada (GDBS)


Guyana (GNBS)


Honduras (COHCIT)


Jamaica (JBS)


Mexico (DGN)


Nicaragua (MIFIC)


Panama (COPANIT)


Paraguay (INTN)


Peru (INDECOPI)


Saint Lucia (SLBS)


Trinidad & Tobago (TTBS)


USA (ANSI)


Uruguay (UNIT)


Venezuela (FONDONORMA)
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